ATLANTIC CITY —

ACT V \

By JOHN CLARRICOATS (G6CL),

Y now most members will have some knowledge

of the final decisions reached at the Atlantic City

Conference. Immediately the news became
known on September 11 a circular was issued to the
Regional and County Representatives as well as to
those sections of the technical press interested in
Amateur Radio. The effect of this circular was to
stop the many rumours which have been * going the
rounds ”’ in recent weeks. Unfortunately a new type
of rumour started up almost immediately and as a
result Headquarters wasted much valuable time in
denying that the new bands were operative immedi-
ately. We find it difficult to understand why level-
headed members should imagine for one moment
that an epoch-making international treaty, such as
the one which has just been signed, can take effect at
once.

To deter any further enquiries we wish to state that
the new frequency allocations are unlikely to come
into effect until January 1, 1949. :

As expected the closing stages of the Conference
were hectic in the extreme. Towards the end of
August it became increasingly clear that the deadlock
which had prevailed in the Working Group dealing
with frequency allocations must be broken if the
Conference was to finish on September 15.

The 1-7 and 3-5 Mc/s. Bands

There is little need to enlarge upon what has been
reported earlier in regard to the ‘ top-band *’ other
than to record that the U.K. proposal which confers
upon European countries the right to allocate 200
ke/s. in that band to amateurs, went through without
further opposition. We do not yet know where the
new band will be located, but it seems probable that
it will fall between 1750 and 1950 ke/s. to permit of
doubling into a portion of the 3.5 Mec/s. band.

The 3.5 Mc/s. band is to be extended in Europe
by 50 ke/s. This means that the portion between
3635 and 3685 kc/s., which was denied to us under
the terms of the Cairo Conference Convention, will
be opened up, giving us a clear run from 3.5 to 3.8
Mc/s. The band will, as at present, be shared with
other services, but we are confident that this arrange-
ment will be much more satisfactory than the original
U.K. proposal that the band should be reduced to
100 ke/s. on an exclusive amateur basis.

The 7 Mc/s. Band

The ‘‘carving-up’’ of the 7 Mc/s. band went accord-
ing to plan. Our only comment is that we think the
amateurs of Europe deserved better treatment than
they received from those nations which persist in
flooding the ether with broadcasts that are listened
to by mythical audiences. Frankly we doubt whether
more than a microscopic proportion of North American
and Australasian listeners obtain any real pleasure or
entertainment value from 7 Mec/s. broadcasts. As for

- European audiences we adhere to our previously
expressed view that they are not interested in
propaganda broadcasts thinly veiled as entertainment.

However, it is no use crying over spilt milk. The
diplomats beat us and we must grin and bear it.
We shall nevertheless be interested to learn later on
how the European broadcasters fare when they begin
to pump programmes into those Regions where
amateurs will still be using the full 7 Mc/s. band. Asfar
as North America is concerned we cannot help
thinking that the tens of thousands of amateurs who
use that band will swamp them out. 7
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GENERAL SECRETARY
The 14 Mc/s. Band

For the reason that we regard the loss of 50 ke/s. -
at the high frequency end of 14 Me/s. as our most
serious reverse, we propose quoting at length from the
official report of the 22nd Meeting of Committee 5.
It was at that meeting the decision was taken to
reduce the width of the band and to permit the
U.S.S.R. to operate fixed stations between 14250 and
14350 ke/s.

In opening the meeting the Chairman (Col. A. H. Read of the
U.K., successor to Col. Sir Stanley Angwin) recalled that two
distinct proposals emerged from previous discussions, namely
one for allocating 400 ke/s. exclusively to amateurs and the other
for allocating 300 ke/s. to amateurs and 100 ke/s. to the fixed
service. He added that all delegates had recognised the desira-
bility of allocating this band on a world-wide basis.

The delegate of the UNITED STATES said that the position
taken by his country on this question was too well known to
need repeating. Countries which had opposed allocating 400
ke/s. to the amateur service had based their opposition on the
needs of the fixed service. While recognizing the needs of that
service, which were as acute in the United States as in other
countr{es, it did not seem that the slight percentage increase that
the fixed service would obtain in this part of the spectrum
would justify such a serious loss to the amateurs. The majority
of countries had supported 400 ke/s. for amateurs at the previous
meeting when this question was studied, and he hoped that in
this case, as in many others, the minority would join the majority
in allocating 400 kc/s. to the amateur service on a world-wide

basis.
VENEZUELA reminded the Committee that Sub-Committee
54, in its final report had unanimously, accepted the allocation of

400 ke/s. to the amateur service between 14000 and 14400 ke/s.,
and Venezuela still supported this proposal.

THE OLD AND THE NEW
1715 Ke/s 2000Ke /s [7)5Ke/s 2000Ke/s
[ sHareD | [ SHAReD [

3500 Ke/s 3635Kc/s3685Kes  3800Kc/s 3500Ke/s 3800K¢/s

[sHareoffMsHaReD ]| [ SHARED |

7000Kc/s 7200Kc/s 7300Ke/s 7000 Kc/s 7300Kc/s
[excLusive Jsnaren]  [rusndsuargf[ LOST |

14000 14400 Ke/s 14000 Kejs 14350 Kejs 14400Kc/s
[Exciusive | [ExcLusive JiosT)
21000 Kc/s 2450Ke/fs
[ ExcLusive |
28000Kc/s 30000Kce/s 28000Kc/s 29700 Kefs
[ ExcLusive | | EXCLUSIVE
58500 60000Kc/s 58500K</s 60000 Ke/s
| sHARED | L~ LosT _“|
W4 Mc/s |46Mc/s
[ ExcLusIVE |
A20Mc/s 460 Mc/s
| sHARED |
1215Mc/s 1300Mc/s
| EXCLUSIVE
2300 Mc/s 2450Mc/s 2300Mc /s 2450Mc/s
[ ExcLusive | [ EXCLUSIVE |
5650Mc/s 5850 Mc/s
| EXCLUSIVE |
10000 Mc/s 10500 Mc/s
| ExcLusIVE |

Amateur Allocations for the European Region as agreed
+ at the Conference




The delegate of the U.S.S.R. said that either of the two
alternatives would be acceptable to his country provided that in
either case the U.S.S.R. had the use of 150 ke/s. between 14000
and 14400 ke/s. for the fixed service so that if 400 kc/s. were
allocated to amateurs the U.S.S.R. would share 150 ke/s. between
the fixed and amateur services, while if amateurs were allocated
800 ke/s. the U.S.8.R. would share 50 ke/s. in this way.

CANADA appreciated that it might be essential for the
U.S.S.R. to share part of the band allocated to amateurs, but
earnestly hoped that such sharing would not be contemplated by
other countries. He considered that the allocation of 400 ke/s.
to amateurs, with 150 ke/s. shared in the U.S.S.R. with the
fixed service, was the most generally satisfactory solution.

FRANCE challenged the statement made by the United
States regarding the majority which at an earlier meeting had
expressed support for an allocation of 400 ke/s. to the amateur
service. If attention were confined in effect to the European
region there was, on the contrary, a very strong majority in
fayour of 300 ke/s.; a regional allocation might therefore be a
solution but this was clearly undesirable. The countries of the
world falling into two broadly equal divisions—those wishing to
allocate 400 ke/s. to the amateurs and those wishing to allocate
only 300 ke/s.—it seemed that a reasonable compromise would be
to allocate 350 ke/s. to the amateur service. Looking at the
question from the point of view of amateur solidarity, European
amateurs would be very grateful to those of the United States
if an increase of 50 ke/s. in the band available to the former
resulted from the latter accepting a 50 ke/s. reduction of the
band to which they had access. The delegate reminded the
meeting that the Chairman of the Conference had said that no
country could expect to see its requirements completely satisfied
and that compromises were necessary in the case of every service.

The UNITED KINGDOM said that the fundamental problem
was that of trying to meet the requirements of the fixed and
maritime mobile services between 8 and 17 Mec/s. Several
countries had arrived at the conclusion that the needs of the
fixed service were such as to necessitate some reduction of the
amateur allocations being made in favour of the fixed service,
and the Working Group, although they had not been able to
arrive at a solution to the problem, had been led to the same
conclusion. Already many countries had rightly paid tribute
to the services rendered by amateurs, but it must not be assumed
from this that the width of the bands at present allocated to
them must not be altered. Every service must accept changes
at one Conference or the other and the Committee had already
applied this principle in allocating 450 ke/s. to the amateurs at
21 Mc/s. On the same principle they ought to revise the 14
Mc/s. band. The United Kingdom had already said that she
could accept any allocation between 300 and 400 ke/s. on which
unanimous agreement could be reached—it was now clear that
unanimous agreement on 400 ke/s. could not be obtained. At
the same time it was necessary to have in mind the need for
finding the best solution for the amateurs as a whole and to avoid
favouring the amateurs in one part of the world at the expense
of those in another part. It would therefore be better to come to
agreement on a world-wide allocation of 350 ke/s. than to allocate
400 ke/s. in one part of the world and 300 ke/s. in the other.
The United Kingdom was strongly in favour of allocating 350
ke/s. to the amateur service, and 50 ke/s. for the fixed service,
on a world-wide basis. At the same time she would not object
to the proposal made by the U.S.S.R. since that country, by
reason of its vast size, might need a special solution.

EGYPT, BELGIUM, INDIA, NORWAY, CUBA, SWITZER-
LAND, AUSTRALIA, ITALY, SWEDEN, THE NETHER-
LANDS and DENMARK indicated that while they preferred
their initial proposals they were ready to support the proposal
advanced by France and the United Kingdom if in that way
unanimous agreement could be reached.

CHINA and NEW ZEALAND supported 400 ke/s. The latter
country considered the arrangement for sharing this band (as
proposed by the U.S.8.R.) to be most unsatisfactory. The
amateurs of New Zealand would wish to communicate not only
with those of China, the United States and Canada but also with
those of all the European countries. The delegate appealed,
therefore, to the U.S.S.R. to envisage exclusive world-wide
allocation of the band allocated to amateurs.

The delegate of the U.S.S.R. said that the amateurs of the
U.S.8.R. would have wishes similar to those of the New Zealand
amateurs. They would, moreover, be able to satisfy those wishes
since the U.S.S.R. was prepared to allocate 400 ke/s. to the
amateurs. The fact that part of the band would be shared with
the fixed service did not mean that the amateurs would not be
able to use the whole of the band. The U.S.S.R. would use care
in choosing the frequencies allocated to the fixed service. New
Zealand, and other countries, should therefore feel no anxiety
on this question.

The UNITED STATES pointed out that 34 countries had
expressed their views at the earlier meeting. On the present
occasion many of them had not yet spoken and it must not,
therefore, be assumed that there was a majority in favour of the
compromise proposal. g

NETHERLAND INDIES, PHILIPPINES, the UNION OF
SOUTH AFRICA, ECUADOR, the FRENCH COLONIES,
PORTUGAL, PERU and the UKRAINE indicated their
willingness to accept the coqnl%ronﬂse of 350 ke/s. in the interests
of unanimous agreement. e Ukraine emphasised how great
were the needs of the fixed service in that country, which had
been ravaged by the war and where, at present, radio was the
only means of communication. Bearing in mind the progress
that had been made in radio technique, the loss to the amateurs
in this part of the spectrum, whose characteristics had now been

thoroughly studied, was very slight and was, moreover, com-
pensated for by an increase in other parts of the spectrum.
The Ukraine pressed, as Poland had done earlier, for the allocation
of 350 ke/s. to the amateurs, with a special note to cover the
requirements of the U.S.S.R. and the Ukraine..

VENEZUELA pointed out that, with the reservation made by
the U.S.S.R., only 250 ke/s. would be allocated exclusively to the
amateurs. The delegate asked how the U.S.S.R. proposed to
allocate frequencies in this band to the fixed service so as not to
interfere with the amateurs.

The U.S.S.R. recalled that when the discussion started the
U.S.S.R. had pressed for 200 ke/s. for amateurs and 200 ke/s.
for the fixed service. However, they had now agreed to accept,
reluctantly, an increase of the band for amateurs up to a maxi-
mum of 400 ke/s. on condition that the U.S.S.R. be allowed to
use part of the band for the fixed service as well, because of
their special geographical difficulties. By carefully selecting the
frequency appropriate to the time of day and the distance to be
covered, and using directional aerials, satisfactory sharing could
be assured. The delegate asked all the other countries to extend
the same sympathy to the U.S as regards this difficult
problem, as a number of countries had already shown.

CANADA asked: (a) whether the U.S.S.R. would agree to
accept a power limitation; (b) whether the U.S.S.R. would
agree to operate their fixed services on a non-interference basis.

The delegate of the U.S.S.R. said that he could agpreciate the
difficulties and uncertainties of those countries which were in

favour of allocating 400 ke¢/s. to amateurs but were nearly ready

to accept 350 ke/s. He had already expressed the U.S.S.R.’s
readiness to take the necessary technical steps to minimize the
possibility of interference. The U.S.S.R. would carry out their
responsibilities in this ction and he thought that if his stat t
were recorded in the present report, that would constitute a sufficien
guarantee. (The italics are ours.—ED.)

The delegate of the UNITED STATES said that his country
could not consider accepting the compromise proposal unless it
was absolutely certain that agreement could not be reached on
the basis of 400 ke/s. for the amateur service. He recognised the
validity of the remarks made by the United Kingdom regarding
the usefulness of the 14 Mc/s. band to amateurs for long-distance
communications, and he fully agreed that the amateur allocation
must be made on a world-wide basis. Regarding the statement
made by the U.S.S.R. as to the sharing of 100 ke/s. in the U.S.S.R.
}Jetween the wur a;l\;i ﬁﬂ;fid services, he agsum;;i thl:lt ffhe

requencies assi to t service used solely for
anternal d: T ications, sinee it was clear that other
countries would be unable to participale in fixed service transmissions
Jfrom the U.S.S.R. on these frequencies. (The italics are ours.—ED.)

He was now compelled, although very reluctantly, to agree
that the majority were prepared to accept a world-wide alloca-
tion of 350 ke/s. and 50 ke/s. to the amateur and services
respectively, with a note permitting the U.S.S.R. to share 100 of
the 350 ke/s. allocated to amateurs between the amateur service
and U.S.S.R. fixed services. In the light of this majority opinion
the United States was now prepared seriously to consider this
compromise solution on the condition (a) that it was accepted
unanimously and (b) that the facilities for sharing in the U.S.S.R.
were not extended to other countries, since the amateur allocation
would then no longer be exclusive but extensively shared and
this would be entirely unacceptable to the United States.

CHINA said that she would bow to the inevitable and reluct-
antly accept the compromise solution.

The delegate of the UNITED KINGDOM said that he had
assumed that the proposed sharing of part of the amateur band
in the U.S.S.R. was to provide for internal services. The under-
taking given by the U.S.S.R. was extremely valuable and he
wished to express the United Kingdom’s gratitude for this
undertaking and also for the helpful attitude the U.S.S.R. had
shown in the discussion leading to a solution of the problem.
Thanks were also due to the United States for the magnificent
gesture they had just made.

CANADA asked for confirmation that the band shared in the
U.S.S.R. between the amateur and fixed services would be
1425014350 ke/s. The CHAIRMAN replied that he understood
that to be the position. : : ¥

That then is the official story, which makes it
clear, for all to see, why we have lost 50 ke/s. in our
most valuable DX band and why 100 ke/s. of the
remaining portion will be shared in the U.S.S.R.

between the amateur and fixed services.

The 21 and 28 Mc/s. Bands

The decision to allocate to amateurs 450 ke/s. on a
world-wide exclusive basis between 21 and 21.45
Me/s. will be warmly welcomed but we should not
lose sight of the fact that in making this gesture the
Conference also approved the reduction of the width
of the 28-30 Mc/s. band by 300 ke/s. We recognise of
course that the amateurs of North America have been
restricted to the band 28-29.7 Mec/s. ever since
licences were re-issued after the war. The loss of those
last 300 ke/s. may not be regarded as very serious
although we believe that many European amateurs
will be sorry to see their one remaining interference-
free DX channel taken away.
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The V.H.F’s

The position in regard to the 5 metre band remains
unchanged except that it can now be stated officially
that European amateurs are not provided for in this
part of the spectrum. Our hope lies with the G.P.O.,
who have agreed to explore the possibilities of
amateurs using certain frequencies around 60 Mc/s.
on a non-interference basis.

The decision to allocate a band around 2 metres
will be welcomed by all who are interested in V.H.F.
technique. Already distances up to nearly 600 miles
have been covered within the U.S. (where the band
is open to amateurs) so there should be plenty of
scope over here for those who are doubtful about the
future of 5 metre work.

Nothing much is known in amateur circles about
the behaviour of waves in the decimetric and centi-
metric ranges, but with four new bands shortly to
become available we are confident that much fresh
ground will be broken.

In describing the bands above 150 Mc/s. we believe
that it will be advisable to adopt the metric notation.
We suggest therefore that the following nomenclature
be used :

420~ 460 Me/s. 70 cms.
1,215- 1,300 ,, o AT e
2,300~ 2,450 ,, = 13755

5,650- 5,850 ,, s 50 mms.
10,000-10,500 ,, 5 3045

Tt is a little unfortunate that harmonic relationship
has not been preserved at this part of the spectrum,
but a perusal of the allocation table shows that
certain frequencies in the 2 metre band will triple
into the 70 ems. band whilst certain frequencies in
that band will triple into the 25 ems band.

Band Planning

Now that our fate has been settled for the next
few years we can again turn to a consideration of
band planning problems. We do not doubt that many
members have ideas on the subject, but we would
sound the warning that, as far as the DX bands are
concerned, no system of band planning will be
successful unless world-wide agreement is reached.
With that thought in mind we are strongly of the
opinion that the I.A.R.U. Societies should consider
the many viewpoints which are held both in this
country and abroad, and if necessary a conference
should be held for this purpose.

The Farnborough Meeting

By ‘“SEE JAY”

VERY successful Official Regional Meeting
was held in the Assembly Hall of the Royal
Aircraft Establishment, Farnborough, Hants.,
on Saturday, September 13, 71 members and friends
being present. Mr. W. H. Allen, M.B.E. (G2UJ),
Regional Representative, presided and in his opening
address announced the details of the amateur
frequency allocations as finally agreed at the Atlantic
City Conference. Mr. Allen paid tribute to the very
co-operative attitude of the official delegates of
the British Government towards the Amateur
Service, pointing out that without their support
frequency losses in certain bands would have been
very much greater. As an illustration of the difficulties
encountered at the conference in reconciling the very
divergent views of the delegates of the different
countries on frequency allocation problems he
invoked the aid of Mr. W. E. Russell (GGWP) to
read that part of the Conference Report dealing with
the discussion on the 14 Mec/s. band. The audience
was left in no doubt as to the difficulties involved !
Mr. Hammans (G2IG) member of Council, then
spoke on various Society matters, ranging from the
distribution of M.O.S. surplus gear to paper supplies
for the BurrETIN, and pointed out that if groups of
members wished to put forward suggestions, com-
plaints, ete., for the attention of Council they should
do so as members of the Society, via their County
and Regional Representatives, and not via local
radio societies (even if affiliated to the R.S.G.B.),
since the former method was the only effective con-
stitutional means of bringing such matters forward.
Mentioning that the thickness of the protective
armour of speakers at Official Regional Meetings
increased in proportion to the number of meetings
attended, he then dealt with members’ questions !
Mr. J. N. Walker then followed with a most
interesting talk on the Eddystone S640 receiver,
and the meeting subsequently adjourned for tea.
Immediately ‘afterwards there followed that
essential feature of all such occasions, the ¢ swindle,”
presided over by Mr. J. St. C. T. Ruddock (GSTS),
A. R. for Farnham and District, ably assisted by Miss
Nell Corry (G2YL) and Mrs. G8TS, as a result of
which many members became richer by such diverse
objects as PT15’s and an Eddystone loudspeaker.
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However, the winning of a Q.C.C. crystal by a member
of Council should not be taken as having any bearing
on the V.F.O. problem !

The film show afterwards included a pre-war N.F.D.
film, enlivened by a ‘‘ shot ” of a remark able experi-
ment in biometry by means of a tape-measure, and
a most interesting R.A.F. instructional film, loaned
by the Royal Aircraft Establishment, dealing with
principles and operation of I.F.F. Mk. IlT the radar
method of identification of friendly and hostile
aircraft.

A display of amateur-built and new R.A.F. radio
equipment arranged round the Assembly Hall
aroused considerable interest, the R.A.F. section
including a transmitter type T 1509 (designed at
R.A.E.) similar to that presented to the Society by
Messrs E. M. I.

Mr. Allen later expressed the thanks of the meeting
for the excellent arrangements made by Messrs.
Ruddock and Spencer, and the meeting then
adjourned, after what, in the opinion of those present,
had been a most enjoyable afternoon.

Brighton Hamfest

A Hamfest is to be held at 7 p.m. on Friday, October 31,
1947, at the Golden Cross Hotel, Western Road, Brighton (near
the Clock Tower), when a special attraction will be a display of
amateur gear. There will also be numerous contests for which

rizes will be awarded, and if available, the films taken during
N.F.D. will be shown.
The charge for admission of 1/~ is payable at the door.

RARE DX.

A group taken in Trincomallee, Ceylon. Left to right : BRS9863
(H.M.S. Glasgow), VSIBF (also known as CTPG, H.M.S. Contest),
VS7IT (late VS7GT, R.N.A.S.), G3BMIJ/VS7 (H.M.S. Glasgow),
VS7EV (G2VA, Chief Coxswain, Trincomallee), G3CHP (VQIW
H.M.S. Jamaica).



